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// wherein the first engagement member is an activ^engagement member that is movable, 

relative to the one of the sole of the snowboard boot or the binding to which the first engagement 
member is mounted, between a first state wherein the first engagement member does not engage 
the second engagement member and a second state wherein the first engagement member 
engages the second engagement member to prevent safety release of the toe area of the boot from 
the binding during riding, and 

wherein the active engagement member is automatically movable, in response to the rider 
stepping out of the binding, from the second state to the first state. 




5 1 . (Four Times Amended) A snowboard boot adapted for use with a binding to mount the 




snowboard boot tq a snowboard, the binding including a first engagement member, the 
snowboard boot comprising: 
a sole; and 

a second engagement member ^ngfaij/ted to the sole to engage the first 
engagement member; , , 

wherein" the second engagement memWer is an active engagement member and the first 

/ ^ 

engagement member is a compatible engagement member that is engageable with the active 
^eftgSgement member, the active^ngagemeiit member being movable, relative tothesole, from a 
first state wherein the ac^^eng^ does not engage the compatibl^ng ager^en t 

$ member to a second state wherein the aytiv^engagement member engages the compatible^ 
engagement member to prevent safety /release of the second engagement member from the first 
engagement member during riding; and 

wherein the second engagement member is adapted to automatically disengage from the 

L first engagement member in response to the snowboard boot stepping out of engagement with the 
binding. j 



^^2^ (Twice Amended) The snowboard boot of clain^ 




(Twice Amended) The snowboard boot of claim/51, wherein the second engagement 
member is adapted to automatically engage the first engagement member in response to the 
snowboard boot stepping into the binding, and wherein the second engagement member 
underlies a toe area of the snowboard boot. 
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^53^ (Three Times Amended) The snowboard boot of clainV52, wherein the second 
engagement member is adapted to prevent release from the first engagement member in response 
to a lifting force generated at the toe area of the snowboard boot. 



r. 




54r- — (Three Times Amended; a non-satety-releasable UiiuwUuaiil buifeto^Jxunount a 
snowboard boot to a snowboard, the snowboard boot including a first engagement memt))pr, the 
snowboard binding comprising: 
abase; and 

a second engagement me^bei^*nounted to t^b^seftHat is adapted to mate with the first 
engagement member to engage the ^nowboaj^fedot to the binding, the second engagement 
member being an active engagemeAt»j£iktfer that is movable relative to the base between a first 
state wherein the second engagement member does not engage the first engagement member and 
a second state whereijHne second engagement member engages the first engagement member to 
prevent safety release of the boot from the binding during riding, and wherein the active , 
engagempiff member is automatically movable^jxu^spoTtgeTo the snowboard boot stepping out 
of the folding ftom4he-secGn5"state to the first state. 




6tr {Three Times Amended) A norT^^afetjtreleasable snowboard binding to mount a 

snowboard boot to a snowboard, the snowboard boot including a firsFeiTEageffteiiLmember, the 
snowboard binding comprising: 
base; and 

a second engagement member, n^ntedtp4he^ise, that is adapted to mate with the first 
engagement member to engage tlW^mw^oard bopHo the binding, the second engagement 
member being an active engagement membptuiat is movable relative to the base between a first 
state wherein the secprfa engagemettttnember does not engage the first engagement member and 
a second state wKerein the second engagement member engages the first engagement member to 
prevent safety release of the boot from the binding during riding, and wherein the active 
engagement memt)£u&-aTit^^ movable, in response to the snowboard boot stepping out 
of theHnding, from the second state to the first state. 
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